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. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS: 


Tue Frienpity Rerormer is issued entirely upon the responsibility of the 
publisher, principally for the purpose of circulating the letter which it contains 
more generally among Friends, without any prospect that it will be continued be- 
yond the present number. Should sufficient encouragement be given, however, 
to secure the publisher against pecuniary loss, and other necessary aid afforded 
him, he is willing to publish as many additional numbers as may be desired. 
He believes that such a work, published periodically, is much needed in this 
‘country, and particularly in New England—a work which will advocate the 
principles held by the Society of Friends, but which will at the same’ time 
speak out boldly and fearlessly upon all the subjects of reform: now agitat- 
ing the community, and which will take a decided and uncompromising stand 
against iniquity of every description wherever it may be found, in high places or 
low places. Something is particularly needed at the present time to rouse the 
members of the Society from that state of lethargy and repose in which they are 

now so generally slumbering, into energetic action in. relation to these great and 
important subjects. Notwithstanding the cries of suffering humanity are constantly 
riaging in our ears, and information of the progress of the destroyer is wafted to us 
on every breeze, the Society are not only doing next to nothing as a body, but when 
the individual members, actuated by the common feelings-of benevolence and hu- 
manity, such as influenced the good Samaritan when he had compassion on the 
man cast among thieves and robbers, and hastened to relieve his necessities, while 
the priest and Levite passed by on the other side, unite in associations with other 
benevolent individuals, fer the purpose of relieving the suffering and down trod- 
den, documents are issued expressly advising the members to refrain from forming 
such connections, fearing that by so doing some of the peculiar testimonies of the 
society will be lowered, which it is deemed important to maintain. Such a course 
4s unworthy a Society making such high,.professions before the world, and it is 
astonishing that every mind of common “discernment cannot at once perceive the 
fallacy and unsoundness of such reasoning. Many, however, having become 
“awakened to a sense of their duty, are beginning to see the inconsistency of these 
steps; and the time has come ‘when such should no longer stand still in willing 
obedience thereto, but go forward with steady perseverance in their efforts of reform, 
whether laboring to “loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, 
and let the oppressed go free,” or using their exertions to advance the kingdom 
of the Prince of Peace; ever striving to be the self-denying followers of a crucified 

‘Saviour, and endeavoring to Jive in the daily observance of the injunction of the 
Apostle, ** whether ye eat or whether ye drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all for the 
glory of God.” 
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LETTER. 


The circumstances which called forth the following letter, are as follows :— 
A meeting of the “ Meeting for Sufferings” of Indiana Yearly Meeting of 
Friends was called last Spring, for the purpose of considering the subject of | 
members of the Society joining Anti-Slavery Societies, with a view, on the 
part of those who originated the call, of advising against such. a connections a 
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47 4.) : 
'T'wo meetings of that body have been held, and an address has been prepared, - 
which at the last meeting was recommitted for further consideration. A mem- 
ber of that Meeting for Sufferings, on the call being issued, addressed a letter 
to another member, asking his opinion of the proposed measure, and the 
following is his reply. , 

Monrok, Ohio, 3d mo. 29th, 1839. 

My Dear FRIEND: 

Thy friendly communication of the 3d inst. came duly to hand. It afforded 
me a great deal of satisfaction, by removing the doubts of my mind as to the 
objects in view of those who called the meeting ; but at the same time I must 
confess that I have had, and still have, some doubts as to the propriety of the 
call. Ido not wish to set up my judgment in opposition to those who have 
been instrumental in getting up the present measures ; but as thou desirest my 
thoughts on the subject, thou shalt have them in as plain language as I can 
command; though lam sure I shall not be able to express all that I feel 
on this subject. 

And in the first place, I will take the liberty to say, that I am afraid some 
Friends have suffered their minds to be too much operated upon by the popu- 
lar outcry against abolition, and are looking too. much to “ consequences.” 
Iam afraid there is more anxiety to maintain the reputation of the society, 
than to plead the cause of the oppressed, in obedience to the divine commands, 
leaving the consequences to Him who can cause the wrath of man to praise 
Him. Nearly all the leading denominations of Christians in the United States 
have in time past taken pretty decided ground against slavery, and nearly, if 
not quite, all of these have in a great measure, given their heads to be shorn 
on the lap of Delilah. They have made calculations of “expediency,” and 
have looked at ‘“‘ consequences,” and the ‘‘ consequence” has been, that the 
enemy has made his inroads upon them, till many are carried away captive, 
and many are fighting in the enemy’s ranks. Whether this is the case with — 
us, remains to be considered ; and if, upon examination, it be found that there 
are those amongst us, who are not only shrinking from a faithful maintenance 
of our testimony against slavery, but actually falling over to the ranks of the 
enemy, under the plea of expediency—of colonization—of gradualism—or the 
dread of “ consequences,” we have reason most carefully to examine the 
ground upon which we stand, and see if we are not as a body in danger of 
falling upon the same rock upon which others have split. 

From an extensive knowledge of the sentiments of ‘ Friends,” individually, 
I am persuaded that very many, even in the foremost ranks, are more zealous 
to discourage than to encourage active individual labor in the anti-slavery 
cause. Ifa Friend advocate gradualism, or colonizationism, or do-nothing- 
ism, it will call forth no admonition or reproof; but if one come forward as 
an active laborer in the cause, and especially if he join an Anti-Slavery 
Society, it seems to be a very- great offence, and a great deal of zeal is mani- 
fested to maintain our testimony, as is said, without compromise; at the same 
time that they are compromising (without expediency) one of the most precious 
testimonies that we have ever been called upon to maintain. Many Friends 
are gratified to hear something reproachful said of abolitionists ; but to advo- 
cate the cause, either by speaking or writing—either “ publicly or privately,” 
is in their estimation, a very reprehensible act. And to speak out. plainly, 
without disguise, I have fears that the measures now under consideration in 
the Meeting for Sufferings had their origin more in an unjustifiable fear of 
“ consequences,” than in zeal for the maintenance of the cause of abolition. © 


I fear that even some who are not aware of it, are more careful respecting the 
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E payment of the tythe of mint and anise, than they are about “ the weightier 
_ matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and truth.” “These,” said the Divine 
Master, “ ought ye to have done, and not left the others undone.” : 

But thou wilt perhaps say, that I am uncharitable. I wish not to be so, 
‘and will give the reasoning that has led me to the conclusion. Although some 
amongst us may be too zealous in this cause, and although it may be better 
for Friends to refrain from joining Anti-Slavery Societies, yet I am persuaded 
that the instances of aberration in these particulars are not half so numerous, 
nor half so reprehensible, as the errors of an opposite kind. Why then should 
they be the most prominent objects of concern? Which seems to be the case, 
as thou sayest—the meeting concluded to address our own members on the 
subject of slavery, in order to persuade them to neglect to unite themselves 
with other Anti-Slavery Societies, and for other purposes. Now I think it 
would be more appropriate to address our members in order to persuade them 
to more faithfulness in an active maintenance of abolition principles, lest we 
be discouraged by the excitement of the enemy, and threats of war and blood- 
shed, &c.; and if it be necessary to say any thing about joining Anti-Slavery 
Societies, let it be only as a secondary concern, not the primary one. I am 
fully satisfied that the members of our society stand in more need of exhorta- 
tion to perseverance in maintaining the cause of the oppressed, than of caution 
against going too far. It is not easy for us to appreciate the responsibility 
that rests upon us. We are too apt to think that we have nothing to do in the 
matter ; and perhaps many who are enjoying estates, the foundations of which 
were laid in oppression, by inheriting from their ancestors the products of 
slave labor, and even the price of the bones and sinews of separated husbands 
and wives, parents and children, conclude, that as they or their fathers have 
removed froma slave country, have sufficiently borne their testimonies against 
the evil, and that they have nothing to do with the exciting subject. In short, 
I would say, we are far more likely to be either lukewarm, or too cold, than 
too hot. Itis certainly a poor situation to be cold in this matter, and it is 
worse to be lukewarm. ‘Because thou art neither cold nor hot, but luke- 
warm, I will spew thee out of my mouth.” JI do not know how Friends 
within thy acquaintance may stand affected, but I believe I might almost 
appeal to thy own observation for the truth of the assertion that there is an 
anxious desire manifested by many to shift from under the onerous stigma of 
“modern abolitionism”; and I am afraid it is in a great measure to be attrib- 
uted to a dread of the reproach and suffering to which a faithful adherence to 
first principles might subject them. 

When our society came to see the enormities of that system which made one 
man the property of another, they came boldly and unequivocally in favor of 
immediate, unconditional emancipation, without calculating consequences ; 
they knew it was right, and they knew that no bad consequences would attend 
a right action. From that time onward, for a number of years, I believe 
Friends were generally faithful to these principles, and in fact I think there 
was not much swerving from them until that stupendous delusion, the coloniz- 
ation scheme, was set on foot. This fatal scheme seized fast hold on the 
prejudices of many, and paralyzed the anti-slavery feelings of all on whom it 
seized, inasinuch as it proposed to remove the despised negroes out of our 
way. Itsoon became very popular, and the prejudice against negroes was 
consequently vastly increased, because it was necessary to make it as strong 
as possible in order to justify expatriation. It took hold of Friends as well 
as others; and many, no doubt, in the simplicity of their hearts, were led 
away by it. A vague idea of the removal of the blacks spread from one to 
another, till even many who knew nothing of the nature of the colonization 
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‘scheme were completely leavened with its prejudices; and they who had a 
discernment enough to see that the removal of the colored people of the United 
States to Africa is impossible, humanly speaking, yet contended for their 
removal somewhere 3 and the idea of the separation of the two races became 
so general, even amongst Friends, that there was, sometime ago, | believe, 
an almost universal objection to the principles of immediate, unconditional 
emancipation. And even now, very many of our members, (it is with shame 
and sorrow that I say it,) insist upon the necessity of colonization somewhere 
as a condition of emancipation. In this respect it may truly be said, with 
reference to our society, that ‘blindness in part has happened to Israel.” 
Thus it seems to me that a very general defection took place among us from 
our clearly established principles, and the testimony which we had so -conspic~ 
uously held up to the nations, was very nearly let fall to the ground; when it 
was taken up by others, whom our former faithfulness had enlightened on this 
subject. And lo! when we saw our own principles held up full before us by 
other hands, the mental eyes of many of us were so blinded by our prejudices 
against negroes, and against other denominations, that we were not disposed to 
own them. Oh! how.I have been wounded to hear Friends speak reproach- 
fully or contemptuously of abolitionists, or abolition principles ; it looked so 
much like an attempt to evade the suffering that may be the consequence of 
an adherence:to our principles, or like the rogue who saved himself from 
detection by joming with the crowd in vociferating “stop the thief.” Now 
which are the greatest delinquents, those who have deserted our principles, 
have joined the ranks of the enemy, speak evil-of abolition, or else while they 
admit the correctness of the principles, throw every discouragement they can 
in the way of their fellow-members, who believe it their duty to use their 
talents, given to them for noble purposes, for the promoticn of the cause of 
universal. emancipation ;* .or those who under a sense of the excellence of 
those principles, have joined in asssociations with their fellow citizens, (accord- 
ing to the advice of London Yearly Meeting in 1830) for their promotion ? 
Which should be the most prominent objects of concern, those who oppose 
right principles, or those who join in benevolent associations for their promo- 
tion, as ‘said before in accordance with the advice of London Yearly Meeting, 
and also with the practice of the most eminent and useful members of our 
Society both in England and America, from the time that Thomas Clarkson 
commenced his labors in behalf of the oppressed Africans ? 

I will state a-circumstance that took place in a Quarterly Meeting some- 
where. Some of the members had joined the Anti-Slavery Society, and 
others were very much opposed to abolition principles. ‘These had held forth 
the idea, that we have nothing more to do, as we have cleared our own society 
of slavery; and one or two individuals had declared that they wanted nothing 
to do with colored people, that they ought to be sent out of this country, and 
that they would not eat at the same table with them. In the Quarterly 
Meeting to which I allude, some of the leading members took occasion to 
bestow a good deal of admonition on those who had joined the Anti-Slavery 
Society, representing the act as a departure from our principles, and almost, 
if not quite, inexcusable. 'To be sure, they said the principles were good, but 
they did not appear to be burdened with any particular concern’on account 
of those who oppose these principles. ‘The burden of their exercise seemed to 
be to reprove those who had followed the example of many worthies of our 
Society, here and elsewhere. Mark the sequel. The last discourse was hardly 
finished, when one of the individuals opposed to the principles was on his feet, 





* Yearly Meeting’s minutes, 1837. Report of African Committee. 
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expressing his satisfaction with the discourse, delaring that it was the greatest 
relief to his mind of any thing he had heard for a long tire. He was followed 
by another in the same line. T'wo I'riends of the same stamp, presently 
withdrew from the meeting-house, and were seen in close conversation in the 
yard. No doubt they were congratulating each other on the threshing the 
naughty abolitionists had got. I afterwards made known my mind to one of 
the Friends who bestowed the admonition, by the following comparison. IJ 
said, a certain father, who had two sons, expressed to them his will that they 
should labor to accomplish a certain work: one of them was anxious to 
comply with the direction, being fully impressed with its importance; while 
his brother, far from doing any thing to forward it, busied himself only in 
throwing obstacles in the way. ‘The former, in his anxiety to forward the 
work, resorted to some measures that his father did not approve. When the 
old man found out what his boys were doing, he fell on his faithful son, and 
corrected him with severity; when it was finished, his recreant son jumped 
up, clapped his hands and exclaimed, “I am glad of that—it is a great relief 
to my mind.” | 

I have never advocated the propriety of joining Anti-Slavery Societies, but 
I believe it will be difficult to object to it without strengthening opposers. My 
opinion has been hertofore opposed to joining, but I confess that the more I 
have heard the matter discussed, the weaker my opposition has become, until 
I have about come to the conclusion, that it will be better to leave Friends to 
act as they individually may believe to be right in view of all the attending 
circumstances. If the object proposed to be effected he approved, and the 
avowed principles and measures of the association be such as are in accord- 
ance with our views of Christian rectitude; in short, if we so far approve of 
their organization, as to bid them “ God speed,” I believe it will be impracti- 
cable to show a sufficient reason why we should in no case become members 
of such associations ; as it must be borne in mind that we only associate for 
the promotion of a specified object, and not those princlples and practices, 
that come in contact with our principles. Because my neighbor and I differ 
in regard to the observance of some form or ceremony in divine worship, or 
in respect to the lawfulness of a resort to physical force in defence of our 
privileges, must we not therefore unite our strength to promote the welfare of 
man and the glory of God, by means of which we both approve? Because 
he believes that he may, for the preservation of his life, take away that of his 
enemy, shall F refuse to unite my strength with his, in order to rescue a fellow 
creature from destruction, from which neither of us singly would be able to 
extricate him? I do believe this non-intercourse rule, if once established, 
will lead us into a very awkward and unpleasant situation. ‘The principle, if 
carried out, would lead us to renounce all intercourse with the world; and 
surely, if we may not unite with others to promote the good of mankind, it is 
not admissible to unite for the advancement of our worldly interests. 

But it would require more time than I have to spare, and more postage, 
perhaps, than thou wouldst like to pay, to enter into all the minutize of this 
question. I will, however, advert a little to the reasons given in thy letter, 
why friends should not join Anti-Slavery Societies. I understand them to be 
the reasons upon which the Meeting for Sufferings founded its judgment ; 
whether they are in accordance with thy own individual view, [ know not. 
But thou hast asked my opinion, and though it may be looked upon as pre- 
sumptous in me to gainsay the judgment of that body, yet when I undertake 
to give my opinion, I must do it honestly, even if it should subject me to . 
censure. I know that the Meeting for Suflerings is composed of individuals 
who, like myself, are poor, fallible mortals; and I do hope I may not be 
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deemed impertinert, if I differ very materially from the sentiments attributed 
by thee to that meeting. 1 

The first reason given is, that “ Abolition is becoming a political question, 
calculated to swailow up every thing else, and therefore Friends should be 
very careful.” If it be meant that the political character of abolition is likely 
to swallow up its other and more amiable traits, | must say I do not perceive 
the charity of this sentiment. Because I refuse to give my vote to a man to — 
fill the office of legislator, who I know will oppose the principles of eternal 
and immutable Justice, is that any reason that I should be suspected of merging 
my principles in party politics? So far as I know, all that abolitionists, as 
such, have to do with politics is, that many of them act upon the common- 
sense principle of not giving such vote in favor of party politics, as will 
neutralize all their anti-slavery efforts throughout the rest of the year; and in 
this course of conduct they fairly manifest that they suffer their political party 
predilections to be “swallowed up” in the great question of human rights and 
human happiness. Do not we usually vote for such men as we believe most 
likely to subserve the great principles of justice and morality? If we do not 
— if we vote at all, we areymore inconsistent than those abolitionists, who are 
accused of making abolition a political question. Should they profess to 
have the great principles of right mainly at heart, and give their votes for 
men who, they know, will oppose them, they would indeed prove themselves 
to be unworthy of our confidence. In short, I am utterly unable to see any 
weight in this argument. 

Next, “Their” (the abolitionists’) “peace principle is founded on policy 
and not on principle.” Here, again, I think, is a want of that “ charity which 
thinketh no evil.” Very many of the abolitionists are individually opposed 
to the use of physical force, wider any circumstances, and that upon principle ; 
and as an association, they have very carefully guarded against the idea of a 
resort to violence, for the promotion of abolition, in their organic law pub- 
lished to the whole world. Are we authorized to say that they are not 
opposed, on principle, to the use of the sword in the abolition of slavery ? 
And that it is only policy that keeps them from an attempt to involve the 
nation in blood? Which seems to me to be the plain import of the objection. 
And can we afterwards say with any propriety, It is necessary to say or do 
nothing, that will in the remotest degree cast any censure on the abolitionists, 
or give any strength to their opponents, but rather to encourage and strengthen — 
the abolitionists, &c.? I believe the abolitionists will find the truth of the 
saying verified in the line of their own experience, “ He that is not for us is 
against us,’—and as common sayings, or as Chesterfield would say, “ vulgar 
proverbs,” have sometimes a great deal of meaning in few words, thou wilt 
please excuse me for saying that I very much desire that we may not be 
found, “ holding with the hare and running with the hounds.” SS é 

In regard to any difference in the responsibility that rests upon us in case 
the nation should become involved in war on this subject, 1 am unable to 
pereeive how we should be less responsible, if we sanction abolition principles, 
and endeavor to disseminate them, than if we join in an association to promote 
their dissemination by peaceable, moral means. ‘The principles of abolition 
never will involve us in war, but the opposition to them may ; and if we pro- 
mote, or have promoted their spread, and they spread until the friends of 
slavery, in their demoniacal fury, light up the torch of civil war, will the 
advocates of truth be responsible? and if so, will we shift the responsibility 
from our own shoulders by saying we never joined the Anti-Slavery Societies ? 
It is true, we were, for a considerable time, almost the only advocates of 
genuine abolition principles, and no doubt we have influenced many others to 
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become laborers in the cause. They took hold in good earnest, and we bid 
them ‘God speed”; but lest we be responsible for the “ consequences,” we 
will not join them. Now I say again, if we are any the less responsible in 
the one case, than in the other, Iam unable to perceive it; if we jom the 
Anti-Slavery Societies, we join them only for the promotion of principles, and 
by the use of measures of which we approve as set forth in their constitution ; 
and if they depart from these constitutional principles and measures, we will 
be no more accountable therefor, than we are for the departures of our own 
members from sound principles. Whether we join Anti-Slavery Societies, or 
do not join them, we are no more accountable for the rash acts of the enemy, 
even if it should amount to bloodshed, than the advocates for truth in all ages 
have been for the oceans of blood, that have been shed in the vain attempt to 
fight against God and his truth. ‘The opposition to abolition is so varied, 
that it may be said to assume as many appearances as the fabled Proteus did 
shapes, or to have as many heads as Hercules’ Hydra. (I merely make use 
of these figures as apt illustrations of my views.) Every form and variety is 
to be met with, from the blasphemous attempt to justify slavery by the Bible, 
down to “I am as much of an abolitionist as any body, but”—some one thing 
and some another, and so between one thing and another, almost every body, 
comparatively speaking, has some reservation. Few are willing to come out 
as the open and undaunted advocates of the principles of—so called—modern 
abolitionism, which are the principles we as a society, and as individuals, must 
maintain, unless we prove recreant to our testimonies. But the idea of mod- 
ern abolitionism has been so scouted and scofled at, by professor and profane, 
and its advocates have been so abused, and vilified as turners of the world 
upside down, as the filth and offscouring of all things, that | am afraid, many 
of us are more than willing to find some excuse for not standing in the fore 
front of the battle—some “but,” or “if,” wherewith to qualify our anti- 
slavery principles. 

I suppose thou wilt be surprised to find me so much opposed to our taking 
any further prohibitory steps in regard to joining Anti-Slavery Societies, as 
thou wilt perceive my mind has undergone some change; and I confess to 
thee that the weakness of the arguments advanced in support of the non-inter- 
course principle, has been a great cause of that change ; in addition to which, 
1 have reflected that if we are accountable for all the principles or conduct of 
those with whom we are associated for a definite purpose, and that therefore 
we should enter into no connections with those of different denominations, it 
would cut us off from all intercourse with others. ‘The principle is not sound, 
unless it will carry us through ; and if it is sound, we should not acknowledge 
ourselves members of the body politic :—We should take no part nor 
acknowledge any share in civi! government, for we all know that it is osten- 
sibly supported by the sword; and yet we voluntarily acknowledge ourselves 
members of this society, (for such it strictly is) and pay our money to support 
it; yet we have never supposed that we have bartered away our peace principle. 
It need not be said we only pay our taxes in compliance with the law; it is a 
clear case that we are voluntarily members of civil society, which we should 
not be, if there be any weight in the objection now under consideration. In- 
deed the objection to being members of the civil society would be much 
stronger than to being members of the Anti-Slavery Society ; for the latter in 
its principles and proposed. measures, as set forth in its constitution, has 
nothing conflicting with our peculiar views, but on the contrary are the 
identical principles, by which we have professed to be governed for more than _ 
a century; while the former, in its very organization and legislation, is 
established upon the principle of force. 
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The objection that has always appeared to me to have the most weignt in it, is 
that which supposes that by joining in associations with others we are in danger of 
forming a favorable opinion of their principles by seeing their good works, and 
consequently of losing our attachment to our peculiar views; thus it is thought 
many have been drawn away from the Society of Friends. But I think this only 
proves that those persons who have been thus drawn away were not well established 
in our principles, or were not faithful to them, While we live in the world, we are 
exposed to temptation, and without maintaining a constant watch anda reliance upon 
the protecting care of Almighty Power, we are sure to be overcome. In the com- 
mon circumstances of life, in our intercourse with the world, and in the necessary 
pursuit of the things of the world, we are exposed to temptations which we of ourselves 
are unable to resist. Are we not as much exposed by ioiming in mercantile and 
other money making associations, as-by uniting with others for promoting the ~ 
happiness of our fellow-creatures ? and may we not as reasonably rely on the Divine 
Power for support in the latter case asin the former? In short, I believe the 
objection will be found too selfish and exclusive for a liberal and enlightened 
Christian community ; and has a direct tendency to widen the breach and to sharpen 
the asperity of feeling, already too wide and too poited, between the different 
denominations of the Christian church. 

I am not anxious, 1 do not even wish for Friends to join the Anti-Slavery Society. 
1 only wish that we would be true to our principles, and I would discourage the 
giving forth of any recommendation in favor of joining. I simply wish Friends left 
to be their own judges in this matter, and I exceedingly regret to learn that the 
Meeting for Sufferings seems more solicitous to discourage our members from 
joining, than to admonish those who are manifestly lacking in maintaining our 
principles, and not only so, but are actually opposing them. I do most seriously — 
believe we had better not undertake to lay further restrictions on our members in- 
regard to their individual privileges in this matter: [ do believe that it will be 
Jaying down a principle that we cannot—nay, that we should not carry out, Iam 
aware that the Meeting for Sufferings cannot make discipline, it can only advise, 
but the principle will be further enforced, and those [Friends who do not act in 
accordance with the advice will be reproved and censured in public and in private ; 
they will be put down as to their usefulness in society, while those who oppose 
abolition principles will pass current. I speak from experience of what has been 
within my own knowledge, and in anticipation of what I believe will be the 
tendency of the proposed advice. Oh! how I do desire that we may do nothing to 
retard the glorious work of universal emancipation, now going on under Providence. 
The professed church, or several of the most numerous branches of it, have lent 
themselves to the eause of oppression, and this is what is making and will make the 
conflict and excitement more severe; and depend upon it, every attempt to allay. 
the excitment, or to avoid its effect, by relaxing in our principles in the cause, will, 
only increase it, by emboldening the advocates of oppression. I do believe that we. 
as a people are responsible in a great measure for the present excitement. If we 
had been faithful to the testimony—had held it up conspicuously, and made no 
compromise with expediency and prejudice; if none of us had been befooled by the 
spirit of Colonization, or had our zeal cooled by the plea of necessity, for contin- 
uing, for a while at least, one of the most stupendous evils ever practised in the 
world, | am confident that the monster Slavery would not now have had the boldness 
to rear his brazen front, with which he now defies the lightning of Heaven. 


Thine with feelings of unabated friendship. 


P.S. Ihave not joined any Anti-Slavery Society, neither do I expect to; still 1 
wish to be left at liberty. I do not know whether thou readest the Emancipator or 
not, so [ send thee one number containing a “ magnificent enterprise” of Joseph 
Sturge, a member of the Society of Iriends. 1 want thee to ponder on it, and see 
if there is not danger of our destroying our own usefulness by adopting the 
measures in contemplation. 








‘sa Any number of copies of the foregomg letter can be furnished at the low price of twenty-five cents” 
a dozen. 
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PROSPECTUS. 


The. ‘* Friendly. Reformer’’ having met with a favorable reception, and 
encouragement being extended ‘to the publisher to issue it periodically, he 
is induced, froma conviction, that, such a work is greatly needed, to. issue 
Tue Rerormer as. a second number of the same, proposing to continue 
its publication, provided. a few hundred subscribers can be obtained. It 
will advocate the great Christian principles. promulgated by the early mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, and which distinguished them from the other 
professors of their day ; but it will be a. prominent object to consider the 
position occupied by that Society at the present day, in relation to the 
several subjects of reform now agitating the community, and appeals will be 
made to its members to rouse them from their present state of. inactivity to 
a sense of their duty in relation to these great and important subjects. It 
must be evident to.any one at all conversant with the movements of that 
Society for the last few years, that it is particularly desirable, at the present 
time, that this subject should be taken up and fully discussed by some work 
devoted to reform. There are many noble spirits within its borders, worthy 
a Penn, a Wootman, or a Benezert, who are prepared to receive the 
truth, but who are. hesitating in the performance of their duty, in conse- 
quence of the peculiar stand taken by the Society—a stand which it is 
impossible for it to maintain by sound reasoning, and which a recurrence to 
first principles will not justify; one, too, which has been taken, it is feared, 
more from a love of worldly popularity than from any other cause, or from 
a zeal to maintain certain peculiar, non-essential external observances, while 
original principles, which are of primary importance, have been overlooked 
or entirely lost sight\of ; thus obscuring, in a) great degree, the light which 
would otherwise be shed upon the world by their being upheld—and this, 
too, at a time when a spirit of inquiry is abroad, which calls loudly for their 
maintenance and promulgation, unconnected with minor sectarian topics, or 
with mere outward forms and ceremonies. 

While the discussion of this and other subjects relating to the Society of 


Friends, will, for the present, occupy considerable space in the,pages of 


the Reformer, it will be open for the discussion of all moral and religious 
questions, and will be bold and uncompromising in advocating,‘ to’ their full. 
extent, the principles of Christianity, and their practical’ application to all” 
the relations of life ; and, in doing this, it will not shrink’ from unmaskmg 
iniquity, under whatever garb it may be disguised, ‘nor from: assailing 
spiritual wickedness in high places; having the ‘* weapons ‘of a..warfare. 
which is not carnal, but spiritual, and mighty through God*to the pulling 
down of the strong holds of sin and satan.’? In short, it is intended that the 
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work shall be devoted to rerorM, in the broadest sense of the word, to the 
end that it may aid in advancing the cause of truth and righteousness in the 
earth, and be instrumental in hastening the day when the kingdoms of this 
world shall have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
there shall be none to molest or make afraid. 

The world is already literally swarming with publications, but far better 
would it be for the community if a great proportion of them were consigned. 
to oblivion. Works of fiction, licentious publications, and various others 
calculated to pervert the tender minds of the rising generation, and to 
exert a pernicious and immoral tendency wherever circulated, every where — 
copiously abound, and no exertions are spared to render them accessible to 
all classes of the community ; but those which have. for their object the 
promulgation of Christian principles, and which will not shrink from assail- 
ing the unfruitful works of darkness, when and wherever they may be found, 
are comparatively scarce. While a polluted newspaper and periodical press 
is thus daily sending forth a mass of filthy trash almost too vast to be esti- 
mated, scattering error and laying the foundation for vice and immorality of 
the grossest character,—while the hydra-headed destroyer, in some form or 
other, is preying upon the vitals and sapping the foundations of society, 
making such fearful inroads as to threaten the ultimate destruction of all that 
is now lovely and promising,—and while such a vast amount of corruption 
and hypocrisy is disguised under the garb of purity and godliness, no time 
should be lost in raising a warning voice, however feeble it may be, against 
these crying evils, and every opportunity should be embraced to hold up 
the standard of Christianity, in its original purity and simplicity, before the 
world. Eighteen hundred years ago the glorious truths of the gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour were first promulgated by him upon the earth, and not- 
withstanding this great length of time which has elapsed since that eventful 
period, but little progress, comparatively, has been made by mankind at 
large in attaining that state of purity and holiness which the gospel requires ; 
and even at the present day, in looking abroad over the world, an instance 
is but occasionally met with, where Christianity is embraced or preached to 
its full extent. But in the midst of this general apostacy, and surrounded 
on every hand by corruption in some of its varied forms, let the friends of 
reform be not dismayed, but relying upon the sustaining power of an 
Almighty arm, be encouraged to persevere in their efforts for the advance- 
‘ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, counting nothing too dear to part with 
for Christ’s sake, and remembering that if we would reign with him we 
‘must also participate in his sufferings. 


Te ee 


SOCIETY OF FRIENDS versus NON-RESISTANCE. 


‘ract has recently made its appearance from the press, published by 
UADELPHIA TRact ASsocrATION oF Frienps, entitled, “¢ Tur 
\ND OBJECT oF CiviL GovERNMENT, ‘ACCORDING TO THE 
THE Society or Frienps,”’ which, from some circumstances 

ith its history, and from some allusions in the work itself, was 

‘ned to counteract the doctrine of Non-Resistance. That it 

‘e effect intended, I am fully satisfied, for it produces no ar- 

‘the views of non-resistants to be erroneous, but labors to | 
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prove that individuals of the Society of Friends, and the Society itself to: 
some extent, have expressed sentiments adverse to those views. This is 
making a false issue, for it is not the matter in dispute. We freely admit 
the facts, though I do not know by what authority the Philadelphia Tract 
Association of Friends undertakes to set forth the faith of the Society on 
this subject. I was not aware that the Society had any acknowledged, set- 
tled teneé in relation to it—excepting, that the principle of the inviolability 
of human life, (which I considered to be fully admitted at the present day,) 
consistently applied, must lead its members to withhold their support from 
all governments based on the life-taking principle. And it appears to me 
that that Association is guilty of an unwarrantable assumption of authority, 
in undertaking to set up, for the faith of the Society, opinions incidentally 
expressed, on a subject which, I apprehend, never distinctly claimed its at- 
tention, and on which it has never required a conformity to any established 
standard. I deny the right to cull over the writings of Friends or the doc- 
uments of the Society, and set up whatever sentiments we may there find, 
as a standard to which every member must come—as a Procrustean bed, to 
the length of which every one must accommodate himself. The Society 
was formed for the advancement of certain great principles, universally re- 
cognized by its members ; and that they are left to the free exercise of 
their individual opinions on other subjects, I am surprised that any should 
deny, excepting those who acknowledge the Society as their conscience- 
keepers, or rather, who consider themselves the Society, and therefore set 
themselves up as the conscience-keepers of their fellow-members. The 
tract alluded to will not have the effect to counteract the views of non-re- 
sistants, but, on the contrary, that it will essentially aid in disseminating 
them, I fully believe, and, therefore, I rejoice in its appearance. Its ten- 
dency will be to draw attention to the subject, and to produce discussion, 
and that is an important point gained. An indifference prevails on this 
deeply interesting subject, and this must be broken in upon, and inquiry 
elicited, and agitation produced, before truth can come in and take the 
place of long-cherished error. Any thing rather than indifference. Let us 
have, rather, the upheaving of the moral earthquake, and the rushing of the 
moral whirlwind, though some delicate nerves be disturbed. It was said of 
_ old time—“‘ [would that thou wert cold or hot.”? Trutu has nothing to fear 
on the arena of fair and free discussion. Error ever seeks to avoid it, 
and to make up by artifice and cunning what it wants in strength and power. 

The question is not—what were the opinions of Grorce Fox, or of 
Rozgerr Barcuay, or of Witt1am Penn, or what sentiment was expressed 
by the Society of Friends one hundred years ago, nor, what is the sen- 
timent of that Society at the present time—but, WHat ts TRUTH? What 
is the course of conduct prescribed by that religion which we profess? I 
would earnestly appeal to my fellow-members in religious profession to di- 
vest themselves of all pre-conceived opinions, and enter upon the investiga- 
tion in a manner becoming men and Christians. Let us have no will of our 
own in the matter, no old opinions to bolster up, no wish to gain a triumph 
over each other—but, let us, in all Christian humility and meekness, sit at 
the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him. 

For one thing I have a strong objection to the tract in question. Be- 
cause, while it does not come out openly and arraign the principles of the 
non-resistants, and show where lies the supposed danger arising from them, _ 

af Ai page): 


f 
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it makes use of opprobrious epithets, no doubt intended to apply to them, 
such as, ‘¢ anarchical opinions ’’—‘‘ busy spirits ’’—‘‘ wild speculators ”’— 
‘wild and destructive measures,’ &c. Now, I think such a course undig- 
nified and ungenerous, if not unchristian., It is only a reiteration of the 
‘¢ mad-dog cry ’’ which has been raised against us by a profligate press and 
a corrupt priesthood. Should our cause have to pass through the baptism 
of mobocracy and lynch law, it will be produced by such instrumentalities, 
and on them must the responsibility rest. 

Bat, I wish to examine more in detail some portions of this singular pro- 
duction. On pages 2 and 3, I find the following, viz :-— | 

_“ But such is the perversity of the human mind, when unenlightened by a 
higher influence than reason, that it resists the convictions which experience 
should force upon it, and ever seeks for the cure of the evils under which it © 
suffers, in some fallacious and insufficient expedient. History is filled with 
examples of this, and future times may witness yet more extraordinary fruits 
of the same kind, should the propagators of certain modern theories he per- 
mitted to succeed in the general diffusion of their anarchical opinions. 

They have observed that one form of government after another, has failed in 
fulfilling the hopes of good men ; that many unchristian practices and vio- 
lations of the plain principles of justice and humanity, are not only sanctioned, 
but actively promoted by them, and have hence concluded, most unreason- 
ably and irreligiously, too, that such abuses are inseparable from civil gov- 
ernment, and that the only cure is in the extermination of every form of it.”’ 

Here is evidence of culpable ignorance, or gross, wilful misrepresentation. 
We do not thank the writer for such an exposition of our principles. We 
prefer to be our own expositors ; and if he had read our documents with 
any care, he would have found the premises, from which we draw our con- 
clusions respecting human governments, plainly laid down. It is incumbent 
on every one who enters the field of controversy, to make himself fully 
acquainted with the whole ground of dispute, and to represent his adversary’s 
opinions fairly and candidly. It is nor for the.reasons given in the forego- 
ing extract, that we abjure human governments. We believe that the right 

_to govern implies the right to make laws and to affix penalties for the viola- 
tion of them, at discretion. We believe that the right to govern is inhe- 
rent only in GOD, and we cannot find that he has delegated that power to 
man, and, THEREFORE, we believe that every attempt by man to exercise 
this authority, is an invasion of the prerogatives of the Almighty. Our be- 
lief is founded on what we conceive to be eternal principles. of right, and 
the plain and explicit doctrines of Christianity, and not on experience, 
though I believe that the deductions of experience, if carefully observed, will 

ever correspond with the teachings of truth. 

_ The writer proceeds—‘‘ And, strange to tell, on that continent, and in 
that very nation, where Penn so successfully carried into practice his en- 
lightened views, the moral use, and the Divine authority of civil government, 

, are called in question. Some have even pretended to base these opinions 
on the acknowledged principles of the religious Society of which that wise 
legislator was so eminent a member. What a perversion of the orderiy 
doctrines of that Society this is, would seem to be sufficiently obvious on 
the mere statement of the fact ; but. a very slight examination of their writ- 
ten testimonials on the subject, will suffice to settle the question as to what 

their sentiments really were, beyond dispute or. cavil. And so just and 
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consistent with the doctrines of the Gospel were their ideas of civil govern- 
»ment, it may, perhaps, not be altogether useless at this time, to attempt in 
a brief and simple way to state them.”’ 

The ‘ acknowledged principles ’’ of the Society, as I understand them, 
are, that all war is inconsistent with Christianity, that human life is inviola- 
ble, and it remains for those who can do it, to reconcile these principles 
with the support of a government based on the life-taking principle, as all 
human governments have been, net even excepting that of Winuram Penn 
—proof of which I shall adduce—if, indeed, they can be reconciled with 
any government relying on physical force for protection. In defence of 
their ‘* acknowledged principles’’ against war, writers of the Society abound 
in sentiments which, if carried out and applied to their legitimate extent, 
must lead to the adoption of the thorough non-resistance doctrine. While 
I claim so much, I freely admit that an inconsistency appears in their writ- 
ings. They enunciated a great principle, and while, in practice, they made 
a great advance beyond the professing Christian world in general, they did 
not apprehend, to the full extent, the application of the principle, especially 
in its bearing on civil governments. ‘There is one instance, however, of 
remarkable clearness of vision on this subject, in an article on War, written 
by Jesse Kersey, a minister of the Society, and regularly approved and 
sanctioned as the sentiment of the Society by the Meeting for Sufferings of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, from which I cannot forbear making the fol- 
lowing extracts, and would refer the reader to the second number of the 
Non-Resistant, or to the work well known among Friends as ‘‘ Kersey’s 
Treatise,’ for the whole article : 

‘A main pillar in the Gospel is the spirit of non-resistance : without 
this:spirit, the whole ground of Christiauity would be lost: a principle 
which calls upon its followers to love enemies, to forgive injuries, and when 
‘we are smitten upon one cheek, to turn the other also. The Saviour of the 
world did not only deliver such precepts, he also confirmed them by exam- 
ple: because, though he had all power in heaven and in earth, yet he sub- 
mitted to the unrighteous decision of the Jews, and bore, without resistance, 
to be nailed to the cross ; setting us an example, that we should follow his 
footsteps. 

% * x ® % % * , * 

“TJ have felt desires that all might come out of the wisdom of the creaturely 
will, believing that though there may be many things admitted by this wisdom, 
which may appear founded in equity, and due from man to man, yet that 
the government of men, both in a national and individual capacity, is the 
ultimate and sovereign right of the Almighty, and that the establishment of 
peace on earth can never be expected, until the rule and dominion are surren- 
dered up to him. Then will that kingdom be set up, both individually and 
in the world, which the same enlightened prophet saw : ‘ And in the days 
of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never 
be destroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.’ 
Dan. ii. 44. While the pride of man continues to usurp the government, 
and his will and wisdom dictate the measures to be adopted, the effect will 
be what this fallen wisdom ever has produced. But when that kingdom 
shall be set up, which is already begun in the souls of many people, it shall 
remove the spirit of war, and establish in the room thereof the peaceful 
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reign of the Messiah. As members of this kingdom, which the Lord de- 
signs to exalt, what have such to do with any other, but to be examples of the 
peaceable g covernment of Christ. Therefore, let all those who profess to 
be his subjects, and who believe in his lamb-like, suffering nature, beware 
how they mar his work in their own souls, and retard its progress in the 
earth, lest they stumble and fall, and lose that inheritance in his light and 
truth, to which they are called. . 

‘¢ But some will say, that if this be the profession of Friends, they are 
against all civil government, and look for the kingdom and government of 
Christ to do all things, to answer all ends and purposes. ‘To such I would 
observe, that the foundation of Christian government stands upon the 
ground of conviction, convincement, and good will to men: and that I 
know of no constitution or government in the world, that, at this day, 
agrees with Christianity : they all make provision for war, they all complete 
their ends by force. And, therefore, it becomes a people who cannot act 
upon opposite principles, to be on their guard how they connect themselves 
with the measures of government. The Christian may live in the world, he 
may comply with all the commands of government, either actively or pas- 
sively, and there is nothing to fear from him, if he be a Christian. And if 
all men were Christians, the principles of civil government would be chang- 
ed from compulsion to consent, the subjects from force to submission 
without it. But I may be told, all men are not Christians, therefore force 
is necessary to protect Christians. This consequence will not follow ; for 
a Christian is like a plant in the earth, he stands till he 1s cut down ; or in 
other words, his stay on earth is wholly submitted to the will of his Creator ; 
and because his Creator has forbidden the exercise of force, he knows that it 
is not the will of his Lord that he should resort to it, even when he cannot stand’ 
without it. He is removed from the world, he has made no resistance, he 
dies in peace ; therefore, by the power of nen-resistance, he is made victori- 
ous ; and this is our victory, even our faith. And thus it is, that the Lamb 
and his followers are unconquerable, because they never strive. All, there- 
fore, who take this ground, are members of the kingdom of the Prince of 
Peace ; they are redeemed from war, and the occasions that lead to it, and 
stand in that spirit which is of God, and which is willing, like him, that 
blessings should flow upon the evil and upon the good.” 

Now it seems to me that the Society is here clearly committed in favor off 
non-resistance, and I would ask the writer of the tract how he came to over- 
look so important an evidence to show “ the views of the Society” on civil 
government. Have we no ground for basing our opinions on “ the acknowl- 
edged prinetples” of the Society? J leave the writer to reconcile it as he: 
can. 

Another extract from the tract. “Probably, the idea that Friends were- 
inimical to government, arose in part, formerly, as perhaps it may now, from 
the position they have ever maintained, that God alone is sovereign Lord 
of conscience, and that no earthly power can, of right, assume dominion 
over it. Yet when the requisitions of law have contravened the dictates of 
conscience, they have always held themselves bound to bear the penalty ; 
though not without the privilege of remonstrance, and the use of all peace- 
able and Christian methods to obtain relief.” Does not the writer know 
that this is precisely the ground taken by non-resistants ¢ 

Various quotations are made from some of the early writers in the Socie- 
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ty wherein they speak approvingly of civil governments, the magistracy, 
‘&c. From one of these extracts from the writings of George Fox, which is 
‘to my mind somewhat obscure, the following inference is drawn. ‘So that, 
‘according to George Fox, one office of civil government is to promote the 
good work of the Holy Spirit.” I had entertained the opinion that the So- 
‘ciety of Friends believed in the entire sufficiency of the Holy Spirit, as im- 
“mediately revealed to the soul, to guide us in the way of duty, and to effect 
‘our complete sanctification. But if the sentiment here expressed be correct, 
it seems that I have been mistaken, and that civil government is a necessary 
‘adjunct “to promote the good work”! Is this Quakerism? I have not so 
earned it. 

' Speaking of the government of Wm. Penn, the writer says :—-* His was 
an example of civil government founded upon Christian principle.” I ad- 
mit that the experiment in legislation: made by that eminent man was aston- 
ishingly in advance of the age in which he lived; and I would not, in the 
Teast degree, derogate from the excellence of his character as a Christian, 
or as a law-giver,—but, when the government established by him is held up, 
‘as it is in the present instance, as ‘ an example of civil government founded 
upon Christian principle’; it becomes us to examine its provisions, and see 
whether it comes up to the standard. I have before said that it was based 
on the life taking principle,—and now for the proof. Clarkson, in his 
“Life of Penn,” gives the following as the provisions of the charter which 
he received from the king, viz :—‘‘ He was not to maintain correspondence 
with any King or Power at war with England, nor to make war against any 
King or Power in amity with the same. In case of incursion by neighbor- 
ing barbarous nations, or by pirates or robbers, he had power to levy, mus- 
ter, and train to arms all men in the said province, and to act as their Cap- 
ain General, and to make war upon and pursue the same.” —Vol. 1, p. 217. 
4 am aware that it may be said that, as he did not exercise the power with 
Which he was invested, he was not accountable for the terms of the charter. 
dt may be well, however, seriously to consider whether one may innocently 
receive from another a commission to do wrong—whether one who believes 
war to be a sin can consistently consent to stand before the world as invested 
with the power to make war. ‘This is an interesting question, and one which 
Christians should settle. But, I have further and conclusive proof, that he 
claimed the right to take life. -The same author informs us (Vol. 1, p. 261,) 
that, TWO OFFENCES, MURDER, AND TREASON AGAINST THE State, WERE 
PUNISHABLE WITH DEATH, by the first laws of the province. Now, if 
We areto consider this as “an example of civil government founded en Chris- 
tian princeples,” then, the principle of the inviolability of human life 1s gone, 
and weare to adopt the doctrine, that CHRIsTIANITY INVESTS MAN WITH 
AUTHORITY TO TAKE THE LIFE OF MAN! Here, then, if we are to acknowl- 
edge the Philadelphia ‘Tract Association as the expounder of the faith of the 
Society of Friends, we have learned. one ttem in its creed, viz:—THAT A 
HRISTIAN MAY IMBRUE HIS HANDS IN ABROTHER’s BLOOD!!! If there be 
any of that Society prepared to take that ground, it is high time that this 
question were discussed, and that its peace principles were better understood. 
Let it be known exactly in what position the Society stands. 

The tract closes with the first five verses of the 13th chapter of Romans, 
and the 13th, 14th, and 15th verses of the first Epistle of Peter, which are, 
ho doubt, considered conclusive. But, are great principles to be settled by 
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reference to single, isolated texts, without regard to the general scope of 


scripture? In explaining separate passages, are we not to put upon them 
such a construction as will harmonize with the context, and with the uniform 


le of the gospel? We cap prove as conelusively, from the rane 7 


the apostle Pail! that, “it 1s a sin for a women to speak in the church,” 
that marriage is wrong, as that human governments are of divine pic sd 
Does not our writer remember what the apostle Peter said of his “beloved 


brother Paul,” that he wrote “ some things hard to be understood, which they 


that are unlearned and unstable wrest unto their own destruction ”’? We 
have repeatedly given our views of the passage quoted from 13th Romans, 


explaining it, as we are bound to, so as to agree with the sentiments of the. 


apostle expressed in other parts of the same epistle,-and with the precepts 


and example of Christ. ‘The apostle recognizes the existence of civil gov-" 


ernments, and teaches the duty of Christians vnresistingly to submit to them. 
His object is to teach Christians their duty towards the rulers rather than the 


duty of the government towards its subjects. Hespeaks of ‘ the powers 
that be” as being “ordained of God,” in the same sense, we believe, as God | 


may be said to ordain wicked men as his instruments, when, in his providen- 
tial government, he so overrules their designs es to cause them, ultimately, 
to effect his purposes. See Isaiah; chap. 10, where the Lord, through the 


mouth of the prophet, speaks of the Assyrian as the rod of his anger, and» 


says “Iwill send him against an hypocritical nation,” &c. Is not the As-~ 
sirian here clearly ordained of God, as his instrument to punish the Jewish’ 


nation? Yet, the prophet goes on to say, “ Howbeit, he meaneth not so, 


neither does his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off- 


nations not a few”—and then denounces the judgments of God upon him. 
It is incumbent upon our opponents to reconcile their exposition of the 
passage in Romans with other parts of divine truth, with which it seems 
to conflict, or cease to urge it in opposition to the doctrine of non-resistance. 


To conclude,—I rejoice that the Philadelplna Tract Association of 


Friends has entered upon this discussion. It is a subject of deep interest. 
Its right decision, I feel to be of vast importance to the human family. 
When I look around and see the spirit of violence every where prevailing, 


and reflect upon the immensity of the undertaking, which, in place of strife 


and confusion, would bring in the kingdom of righteousness and universal. 


peace, I cannot ‘but feel that a great responsibility is resting upon us—that there 
is no time to be lost ; but, that we must ‘* work while the day lasts.” Such a 


i] 


period is to be looked for aud human instrumentality is to be employed in 
hastening its approach. It will be but the meridian glory of that day ~ 


whose first dawnings were ushered in 1800 years ago, with the joyful accla-— 


mations of the heavenly host, when they sang—“ Grory To Gop IN THE | 


HIGHEST, ON EARTH PEACE, AND GOOD WILL TO MEN.” 


WILLIAM BASSETT. 
Lynn, 11th month, 1839. 





{c= Should sufficient encouragement be given, the REFORMER will. be published semi-monthly, at 
one dollar a year, in advance; and if a sufficient number of subscribers can be obtained to warrant its 


being sustained, it will be enlarged to double the size of the present number. Persons to whom copies — 


of this number may be sent, are requested to circulate them among their friends, and to use their influence 
in obtaining subseribers. . 
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SOCIETY OF FRIENDS IN GREAT BRITAIN 
VERSUS 
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS IN AMERICA. 


The Society of Friends in this country, to say the least, have taken an 
extraordinary position in advising their members to refrain from joining 
associations for the furtherance of benevolent objects, and closing their 
meeting houses against all such associations composed of persons of other 
religious denominations ; and whether we call it a spirit of sectarianism 
or attribute it to a desire to seek worldly popularity, it matters, not 
for our present purpose. I[t is alike unworthy of the Society and incon- 
sistent with that Christianity which requires us to relieve the oppressed, 
to bind up the broken hearted, and to feel for those in bonds as bound 
with them. Such a course is a virtual disregard of the command of 
our Saviour to Jove our neighbors as ourselves, and to do unto others as 
we would that they should do unto us, and those who sanction and uphold 
it are but acting the part of the Priest and Levite in passing by on the other 
side, leaving the wounded, the suffering, and the down-trodden to perish 


under the cruel treatment of the thieves and robbers, unless, perchance, some 


good Samaritan should happen along, who would immediately hasten to 
the relief of his fellow-man, without stopping to inquire what would be 
the consequence of so doing, whether it would be likely to create an 
“excitement” among the multitude, or whether he would be in danger of 
lowering some of his ‘ peculiar testimonies.” However sincere many may 
be who act in obedience to the non-intercourse recommendations of the 
Society, the principle is nevertheless fallacious and unsound, and the docu- 
ments which have been issued by the several Yearly Meetings in this coun- 
try bear upon their very face the evidence of their emanation from a source 
other than that which the genuine feelings of humanity, or the pure spirit of 
Christianity, would dictate. Who so blind as not to perceive that to carry 
out the principle to its full extent, we should be excluded from all intercouse 
whatever with those not of our own religious profession, and that we could 
not. transact even the most ordinary business concerns of life without 
violating it? But to such an intercourse as this no objection is made, and 
even the very individuals who are the most strenuous in advocating the non- 
intercourse principle, have no scruples about mingling with the world for 
the accumulation of money, but the right hand of fellowship is alike extended 
to professor and profane, provided they can labor harmoniously together 
for the attainment of their narrow and selfish ends. And here we would 
seriously ask, under which circumstances are we in the greatest danger of 
compromising” our principles, in uniting with persons who, if not entirely 
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destitute of moral and religious susceptibilities, are sadly deficient therein, 
for the attainment of worldly objects, or in joining asscciations with the 
pious and benevolent of other sects for the furtherance of moral and phi- 
lanthropic enterprises ? boas 

It becomes every member of the Society to examine this subject for him- 
self, and see whether a course so inconsistent can be justified by a recurrence 
to the original principles of the Society, and whether it has been the uniform 
one which it has pursued from its rise to the present time. or this 


purpose, the following extracts are made from various epistles and other 


documents issued by different Yearly Meetings in this country and Great. 
Britain. It will be seen that they conflict with each other very materially 
in some poinis, and it is a little remarkable that the true spirit of Quakerism 
should lead different Yearly Meetings to conclusions so diametrically 
opposed to each other as are some of the sentiments therein advanced. 


An Epistle from the Meeting for Sufferings held in London, the 7th of the 3d month, 
1834, to the several Meetings for Sufferings in America. 

Dear Frienvs,—In the recollection of the long and deep interest which has pre- 
vailed in our Society, both in this country and in America, on the subject of the 
abolition of the slave trade and of slavery, we have felt a warm desire that our dear 
friends on your side of the Atlantic may be encouraged to consider, at the present 
eventful period, the course which it may be right for them to pursue, on behalf of 
the long-injured sons of Africa, and their descendants. 

The striking combination of circumstances which hastened the final measures of 
our government for the abolition of British Colonial Slavery, has been very instruc- 
tive; they were circumstances which could not be brought to bear as they did upon 
the subject, by the wisdom and contrivance of man. We believe, at the same time, 
that a blessing has rested upon the Christian efforts which have been employed for _ 
the utter termination of slavery within the dominions of Great Britain; and hence 
we are led to encourage you in your desires to act faithfully, yet wisely, at the 
present important crisis. . 

We are well aware, dear brethren, that there are difficulties in America, to which 
we have never been subjected. It is much easier to raise the voice of compassion 
and justice on behalf of our fellow subjects in distant colonies, than when brought so 
immediately into contact with the slave or the free people of color, as is the case with 
you. Still the principle is the same, invariable in its character, that we are all, what- 
ever be our color, the children of one gracious heavenly Father—the purchase of one 
merciful Saviour—all alike the objects of that blessed redemption which comes by 
Jesus Christ. These considerations have powerfully prevailed in hastening the ter- 
mination of British Colonial Slavery. May it be soin America. 

In the warmth and freedom of brotherly love, we entreat you FEARLESSLY TO 
AVOW THOSE SENTIMENTS—to take your stand upon the uncompromising righteous- 
ness of the law of Christ—To SUFFER NO CONSIDERATIONS OF EXPEDIENCY, NO 
APPREHENSION OF COMMERCIAL OR POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES, TO DIVERT YOU FROM 
your PurRPosE—to assert that freedom, political and religious liberty, to their full, 
extent, are the inalienable rights of slaves and of free people of color, equal with the 
white men—and that they have an undoubted right to enjoy their freedom in the place 
where Providence has given them birth. 

We apprehend that great, and, on some points, independent power is vested in the 
Legislatures of your respective States. You may, therefore, see it right to make a 
renewed and full avowal to them, as well as to the Federal Government, of the un- 
changing principles of equity and justice with which the continuance of these evils 1s 
incompatible ; and in those States where slavery still exists, ro ASK FOR ITS SPEEDY 
AND UTTER EXTERMINATION, under wise and just regulations. 

We do not forget that the circumstances of our dear Friends, in the several 
yearly meetings, are widely different. In some, slavery i@ abolished; in others, it 
exists in all its enormities. We feel much for those who live among the slaves, and 


desire that they may continue to look unto God, and to trust in Him in the midst of 
difficulties. 


J 
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To those who are exempt from this calamity, we would submit, whether they are 
not called upon to plead the undoubted right of the free people of color to all the 
privileges of citizens of the States—to being treated as equal in civil and religious 
society ? ‘T’o admit and act upon those views in the free States, appears to us likely to 
contribute to the abolition of slavery in those parts of the Union where it still exists. 


Much has been done in this country, by improving the tone of public feeling on the” 


subject of slavery, and by the general diffusion of correct Christian sentiments 
amongst the people at large. We mention these things in love, without attempting 
to suggest to you any specific course of conduct. 

To avow and to advocate to the full extent in all parts of the United States, the 
sentiments which we have advanced, may by some be thought to be endangering the 


_ public peace; the evil may be considered of such a magnitude that human efforts 


cannot remove it. But, dear brethren, as the love of justice and equity which Chris- 
tianity teaches, is honestly upheld and followed in the spirit which becomes the 
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, we have abundant cause to believe that He 
who ruleth over all, will bless the efforts of those who are thus engaged. As they 
move in reliance upon his goodness and mercy, and withhold not that which their hands 
Jind to do, they may humbly, yet confidently commit their cause to His all-controling 
power; whilst peuay, or the adoption of a lower course of proceeding, may hasten 
those very troubles which, even now, might be averted. Under any circumstances, 
accept our warm encouragement to seek for strength and to do right, and boldly to 
plead the cause of the oppressed, and to urge the total removal of this guilt froma 
nation where civil liberty is so fully partaken of, and so highly prized by those who 
enjoy its blessings. 

In conclusion, we would further add, that in thus freely communicating our views 
we write in much Christian sympathy. We offer them to your serious attention, being 
well assured of the deep and lively interest which our dear brethren and sisters in 
America have lung felt in the termination of slavery. May the Lord be pleased to 
guide your deliberations by His counsel, and to qualify you fo act to the honor of 
His great and ever-blessed name. 

In the love of the gospel, we are your affectionate friends and brethren. 

Signed in and on behalf of our Meeting for Sufferings, held in London, the 7th of 
the 3d month, 1834, by © GEORGE STACY, Clerk. 


P.S. It will be very acceptable to us to receive any information connected with 
the foregoing epistle, which you may incline to transmit to us. 


The above Epistle from the Meeting for Sufferings in London, was re- 
ceived by the Meeting for Sufferings for New England Yearly Meeting, and, 
as we are informed, was never answered; nor would it have ever come 
beyond the pale of that meeting had not that ever-consistent abolitionist, the 
late Moses Brown, transmitted a copy of it to the late Samuel F'. Hussey of 
Portland. Through these individuals it has come before the public. 


Minute issued by New England Yearly Meeting, Sixth month, 1837. 


This Meeting having been brought under exercise for the preservation and right 
advancement of the Christian testimonies, which distinguish us, toa great extent at 
least, from the various other bodies of professing Christians,—a concern has prevailed 
that in all our movements to promote the cause of truth and righteousness in the earth, 
whether it be the amelioration of the condition of our fellow beings who are suffering 
under oppression, or the moral and religious improvement of our brethren of the human 
family generally,—a recurrence may be had, by all our members, to the ground of 
religious concern, and to the guidance of that Wisdom which is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated,—and which is profitable to direct us in 
the path of safety. And under this exercise, an earnest solicitude has been felt, that 
we may do nothing to compromise the testimony to the spiritual nature of Divine 
worship, borne by our early Friends, when called upon to leave the various religious 
denominations with which they had been associated, and again to revive among the 
nations in which they were scattered, a testimony to the operative influence of the 
Spirit of Truth upon the mind of man, so amply borne witness to in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as essentially necessary to the performance of every religious act, and for our 
guidance in every good word and work. And while we desire that we may all 
maintain a spirit and temper which will prevent us from condemning, or in any way 
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attempting to impede the well meant endeavors of others to promote any of the objects 


of Christian benevolence, or of moral reform, that occupy the attention of the public 
mind, in the present day ; we have believed that the preservation of the precious tes- 
timonies to which we have alluded, and our influence, as a religious Society, 1n pro- 
moting the important objects, alike desirable to every benevolent mind, very much 
depend upon a close adherence to our peculiar principles. 

Under these considerations, we have bglieved, that to open our meeting houses to 
Lecturers, whose opinions and principles, on many subjects, that we consider of 
primary importance, are widely different from ours, and which we apprehend are fre- 
quently brought into view in such lectures, will have a tendency to draw off the 
minds of our members, from an establishment in the truth of those principles which 
have ever been maintained by us, and from a practical exemplification of them.in our 
conduct. It is therefore our advice and judgment, that all such applications for the use 
of our meeting houses, MAY BE DISCOUNTENANCED BY Frienps. 

Extracted, by direction, from the Minutes of the Meeting, 
ABRAHAM SHEARMAN, Jun., Clerk. 


Here we see a religious Society making higher professions before the world 
than any other denomination of Christians, the early members of which took an 
active part in endeavoring to remove from the land the most iniquitous practice 
which ever disgraced a people, throwing obstacles in the way of those who are 
now laboring for the relief of God’s suffering poor, and closing every avenue 
within their reach, through which light and trath may be disseminated, and the 
sympathies and aid of the community enlisted. How has the fine gold indeed 
become dim, and the glory departed from its former resting place ! 


Extract from the General Epistle of the Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in London in 1830. 


In this meeting we have been deeply affected in reflecting upon the numerous evils and the 
great misery which attend the improper and immoderate use of ardent spirits, now lamentably 
prevalent in this country. The continuance of slavery in the British Colonies and of the slave 
trade under foreign governments, has impressed us with deep and renewed sorrow. We have 
also earnestly desired that our Legislature may proceed in mitigating the severity of the crim- 
inal code of our beloved country, and thus make its laws more conformable to the spirit of the 
Christian religion. WE WOULD ENCOURAGE OUR MEMBERS INDIVIDUALLY 
TO TAKE A PART WITH THEIR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN IN THE EFFORTS 
WHICH ARE NOW MAKING FOR THE REMOVAL OF THESE EVILS ; we desire 
that they may act with energy and perseverance, yet wilh that love andjrespect towards all 
men, and more especially towards our rulers, which become our profession as Christians. At 
the same time we feel an affectionate solicitude, that they may not be unduly anxious as to 
the fruit of their exertions ; but constantly bear in mind, that in whatever we may be engaged 
in the cause of Christ, that cause is not ours but His. It is for us to be found in a meek and 
quiet spirit, endeavoring to do our duty, and thus to fill up the measure of usefulness designed 
for us by our Heavenly Father. True Christian love has no limits; when it governs and takes 
dan of the heart, it leads us to consider every country as our country,and every man ag 
our brother. 


Extract from an Epistle issued by New England Yearly Meeting, Sixth month, 1839. 


This meeting has been introduced into much concern that our members may be preserved 
from attempting, in their own time and strength, to do the work of the Lord. Remember the 
declaration of the dear Redeemer, “‘ My time is not yet come ; but your time is always ready.” 
And we have been led to fear that, in associating with others who do not acknowledge, as we 
do, the need of this immediate, divine qualification, in order for the performance of religious 
duties, we are in great danger of neglecting this fandamental principle, and of attempting to 
act with them in wur own strength and zeal; and thus lose that ability to labor successfully in 
the Lord’s cause, which He is pleased graciously to vouchsafe to those whom He calls into 
His service. dnd under this feeling of concern, we believe it right for us tenderly to persuade our 
dear Friends TO AVOID MINGLING WITH THE VARIOUS ASSOCIATIONS OF 
THE DAY, FOR THE SUPPORT OF THOSE CHRISTIAN TESTIMONIES WHICH 
OUR SOCIETY HAS PECULIARLY FELT ITSELF CALLED UPON TO BEAR BE- 
FORE THE WORLD ; but keeping together as a religious body, in love—looking unto the 
great Helper of His people for holy assistance, we may yet trust, in the Lord’s own good time 
to be in some measure the humble instruments in His hand of doing His heavenly will. 


The two last extracts are so strikingly dissimilar in every respect as to need no 
comment, and we therefore leave the members of the Society to draw their own con- 
clusions, and reconcile them as they can. Epistles or other documents similar to that 
of New England have been issued by several other Yearly Meetings in this country, 
which we have not now room to publish. 
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The following is extracted from the London General Epistle ofthe present years 
and breathes a spirit so different from that issued by New England Yearly Meeting, 
that we cannot forbear inserting it in this connection, more especially as the Meeting 
for Sufferings of the latter Yearly Meeting have neglected to have it re-printed and 
sent down to the subordinate meetings for distribution. 


“Since our last yearly meeting, the negroes in the British Colonies have been released from their 
apprenticeship, unless we except those in Mauritius, the intelligence of whose complete emancipation has 
not yet reached us. We cannot forget the sorrow and ciscouragement which have often overspread this 
meeting, in consideration of the cruelty and oppression endured by this portion of our fellow-subjects 
whilst in slavery; and we thankfully rejoice thai at length they are raisea to the rights and liberties of 
citizenship. ‘The success with which Divine Providence has crowned the labors of the friends of human- 
ity in this righteous cause, ought to encourage us to faithful and patient perseverance in the pursuit of 
those objects to which we believe ourselves to be called for the good of our fellow-men. Let us not then 
“be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not ;? but rather accept as a mark 
of divine favor to us, to have our hearts touched with fellow-feeling for the wrongs, the sorrows, or the 
degradation of any portion of the great family of man. And in whatever way it may please the Father 
of us all to employ our talents, our time, our energies, or our property in his service, may we live so 
devoted to him, and so watchful before him as to discover our own proper sphere of service, and in true 
willing-heartedness te be given up to it. ‘Ihe coudition of the emancipated negroes in the British colonies 
has been brought before this meeting ; a warm feeling of interest on their behalf has been excited among 
us, and we are solicitous that their new circumstatces in life, and the many disadvantages to which they 
are subject may obtain the kind consideration of Friends. And it is our desire that we may not dismiss 
from our sympathy those who, in such large numbers, still remain subject to all the hardship and cruelty 
inseparable from a state of slavery, both in the nations of the American continent, and in other parts of 
the world. The trade in slaves stil carried on from Africa to the shores of America, both in the amount 
of our fellow-creatures, whom it consigns to the evils and sufferings of slavery, and the very large number 
upon whom, in their native land and in their voyage across the Atlantic, it inflicts the extreme of misery 
and even death, constitute one of the most extensive calamities with which man, at any period of time, 
has afflicted his fellow-man: it has long engaged the attention of our religious Society, and we commend 
it afresh to Friends individuaily, that they may, by every means consistent with our Christian principles, 
labor for its utter extinction.’ 


BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM.—Jesus Curist. 


However high may be the professions of men—whatever of sanctity they 
may endeavor to throw around themselves by pretensions of exalted spiritual- 
ity, and by their connection with venerated and time-hallowed institutions— 
the time has come when all these will not be sufficient to conceal their defects ; 
but judgment will be pronounced according to the above simple and uner- 
ring touchstone. ‘The professing Church has lapsed into a state of degene- 
racy that will illy bear this scrutiny ; and even that portion of it through 
whose great founder, Grorce Fox, certain cardinal doctrines, which had long 
been forgotten, were brought to light, exhibits an aspect which shows that its 
glory has indeed, in great measure, departed. The light of its ancient testi- 
monies has become dim, and instead of their life-giving power, we find little 
but a cold and heartless formality. It becomes those who would advance 
the cause of universal righteousness to bold up the truth, unencumbered 
with the mass of rubbish which sensuality and selfishness have thrown 
around it, obscuring its brightness, so that, being thus “ lifted up,” it may 
“draw all men unto it.” 

Reflections similar to these have rushed into my mind, on witnessing 
recent circumstances, manifesting the inconsistencies of those who hold a 
high rank in the Society last alluded to. We have just witnessed one of the 
most excited and angry scenes which a warmly contested election ever occa- 
sions in sober New England. ‘The passions of the multitude have become 
inflamed, and clamoroifis out-breakings and riotous proceedings have been the 
consequence. And who were to be seen participating in the contest with 
which was connected so much tumult and confusion, but venerable and 
grave Friends? Who electing the Commander-in-Chief of the militia, and 
members of the Legislature who are bound by their oaths to sustain a 
system of blood-shed and murder, but the members of that Society which 
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professes to bear a testimony against all “ wars and fightings ?? Who 
electing pro-slavery law-makers, and placing the mercenary, sordid ques- 
tions of the banks and currency above the great principles of human free- 
dom, but they whose discipline requires them to “ bear a faithful testimony 
against slavery’? Who taking part in a contest the tendency of which is 
to stir up all the angry passions of the human heart, and which had raised 
an excitement to such a pitch that a word was almost sufficient to produce 
blood-shed, but they who so deprecate ewcitements that, in holy dread of 
them, they cannot join in a benevolent enterprise for fear of producing one ? 
Who mingling with the very dregs of society in a scramble for worldly 
power, but they who sanctimoniously stand aloof from the good and pious 
of other sects lest ‘some peculiar testimonies which they deem it important 
to maintan MAY be lowered”? And who sustaining the political presses 
whose columns teem with the abuse of their fellow-men of equal moral 
worth, who merely differ in opinion from them on some question of political 
economy, but they who object to being connected with the anti-slavery 
cause because, forsooth, an editor uses wnat they please to denominate 
“hard language,” when speaking of a system of the most complicated 
iniguity that has ever disgraced the world? Verily, this is straining ata 
enat and swallowing a camel! How shall we rightly estimate the charac- 
ter of men whose professions and conduct present so strange an anomoly ? 
The text at the head of this communication furnishes an answer—*‘ By 
THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM.” 

While such scenes have been enacted in our midst, those occupying high” 
places in the Society are advising us to stand aloof from the anti-slavery 
cause—to cease advocating the cause of the suffering and the dumb-—uniil 
the excitement subsides! And fears are expressed lest popular commotions 
may ensue, and we, by becoming involved in them, may be led to com- 
promise some of our principles. But, we hear of no such cautions for 
those who are mingling with the strife of the world, in danger of being 
swallowed up in the vortex of the political mzelstrom into whose bewilder- 
iug eddies they have entered, and which threatens the moral destruction of 
all who approach it. 

A dogma now generally insisted upon by the various sects, and which is 
not without its supporters among the leading members of the Society of 
Friends, is, that we wnust yield unconditional obedience to the requisitions 
of the Church, without exercising the right of private judgment. Is this not 
i Opposition to the great doctrine of the new covenant—that Christ will 
teach His people himself—a doctrine which was the distinguishing trait of 
Georce Fox’s ministry? And is this precious doctrine of Christianity 
held by his successors in religious faith only as an abstraction? And is not 
this practically setting up an institution of men—an outward organization 
composed of fallible beings, in the place of God? ‘God will not give His 
glory to another’—no—not even to a Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends. And who are they who inculcate this dogma? Are they minis- 
ters of Christ, or ministers of a sect? Do they direct the people to Christ, 
to be governed by Him in all things—or, do they give the requisitions of a 
sect the pre-eminence? Do they come in the name of Christ, or in the 
name of a sect? Do they seek only what will please Christ—or do they 
seek to please a sect? When they preach the doctrine of submission to 
“the body,” (the Society)—what do they mean but, submit yourselves to 
US who represent it? ‘The minister of Christ knows no power but that of 


] « Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” The minister of | 
preach NOT OURSELVES but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
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YOUR SERVANTS fer Jesus’ sake.” The Gospel of Christ teaches us 
that “the anointing which we have received of Him abideth in us, and we 
need not that any man teach us: but as the same anointing teaches us of all 


things, and is truth, and is no lie.” The true ministers of Christ will hold 


up this great truth, and will direct people to His infallible teachings, and they 
will ** not teach for doctrines, THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN.” Their chief 
object will be to represent Him and exalt Him before the people. The 
object of the ministers of a sect on the other hand, is to represent the sect, 
and to hold up its dogmas and its requisitions as of paramount authority. 


’ w Os ° ° ° e * , 
Have such as these any claim to be considered ministers of Christ? And 


has the Church which they represent any claim to the name of a Church of 
the Lord Jesus? We shall find no difficulty in deciding by the rule pre- 
scribed in the gospel. “ By THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNow THEM.” Any 
such Church, however exalted may be its pretensions, and however it may 
abound in the religion of the Scribes and Pharisees (a mere legal, tradition- 
ary religion,) must assuredly be found wanting when tried by this unerring 
standard. 

 SHaLu I not vistr FOR THESE THINGS? SAITH THE Lorn: AnD 


SHALL NOT MY SOUL BE AVENGED ON SUCH A PEOPLE Aas THIS ?” 
W. B. 





CASE OF MARY 8. GOVE. 


We cheerfully publish the following communication, and can heartily respond to the sentiments it 
contains. The case alluded to is one in relation to which all the attendant circumstances should be 
made known, as the character of a worthy individual is at stake. About a year since she commenced 
giving lectures to her own sex on anatomy and physiology, and during that time she has lectured in 
various parts of the country from Bangor to New York, giving the most entire satisfaction to her hearers, 
and receiving the approbation of the most distinguished medical men wherever her lot has been cast ; 
and the amount of good she is doing in thus diffusing knowledge upon the most important of all sciences, 
one upon which the most deplorable ignorance now prevails, particularly among the female sex, and one 
which is intimately connected with the moral well being of mankind, is beyond calculation. But 
notwithstanding this, a profligate press, which is ever ready to oppose the onward progress of truth, 
immediately raised a hue and cry against her, and poured forth, as is usual on such occasions, the most 
gross misrepresentation and falsehood in relation to her lectures. This was seized by the official 
members of Weare Monthly Meeting of Friends, of which she was a member, and without stopping to 
inquire the source from which it emanated, or whether there was the slightest foundation for the charges 
brought against her, it was taken for granted to be matter of fact, and a complaint was accordingly made 
to the meeting against her. But even here she was treated with a spirit little less bitter and intolerent 
than that manifested by her deadliest enemies. No pains were spared on her part to furnish the meeting 
with such information as would prove most conclusively to every candid and unprejudiced mind that the 
alia brought against her were entirely groundless; but it was.of no avail, and the meeting rashly and 
hastily proceeded to disown her, not, as it would appear from the complaint, because she had violated 
any rule of discipline, but because she had “ lectured to the dissatisfaction of Friends and others, and to 
the reproach of Society.”” So that we have here learned one important item in the faith of the Society, 
that the members are not to act according to their own sense of duty, even where no rule of discipline 
will be violated, without first making the inquiry whether “ Friends and others” will be “ satisfied” with 
their course, and whether any reproach will be likely to be brought upon the Society by the misrep- 
resentations of the reckless and unprincipled portion of the community. But Friends of Weare Monthly 
Meeting have yet to learn what a “reproach to Society” is in deed and in truth, and if the spirit which 
they have manifested in this proceeding does not call down upon them the deserved rebuke of every 
friend of spiritual and religious liberty, the records of that meeting will at least stand, in coming 
generations, as 

“The Christian’s scorn, the freeman’s mirth, 
And by-word of a mocking earth.” 


“AND THEY SHALL TURN YOU OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE.” 


FrreEnD WaLti~—Permit me, through the pages of the Reformer, to say a few words on the course 
which Friends have taken with regard to that deeply injured woman, Mary 8. Gove. I have taken the 
liberty to make this request, from the circumstance of observing in the prospectus of the Reformer, a 
statement that its pages would be open to the discussion of all moral questions. 

Perhaps it is not generally known in the community, that Mary has recently been disowned by Weare 
Monthly Meeting of Friends. For several years she has been a member of that meeting, and, as every 
one who is acquainted with her will testify, a firm supporter of the peculiar testimonies and principles of 


Christ says— We 
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the Society. The complaint which was brought against her, stated “ that she had lectured to the diasat-— 
‘isiaction of Friends and others, and to the reproach of Society.”’ She earnestly requested the membe 
, o! ‘the committee which was appointed to treat with ber on the subject,” to read the lectures‘and jud 
ee for themSelves,—but, so. eager were they to arrive at the truth, (7) that they positively refused to read 
‘them, or hear them read. Accordingly the Society proceeded to disown her, with no other evidence ~ 
against ber thau the malicious falsehoods which the enemies of temperance and purity have caused to be 
‘circulated through the country. By what authority the Society has taken this step, 1 cannot possibly 
perceive. 1 know of nothing in discipline that will sanction such a procedure—neither in any advice 
which has been sent from the Yearly to the subordinate Meetings. It 1s evident to my mind that Friends 
in this instance must have followed their own private judgment ; and surely, the judgment of any Friend 
must become sadly warped by prejudice and seetarian pride to produce such a» extraordinary decision. 
Even our common courts of Jaw are bound to hear all that may be said in the transgressor’s defence, 
however black may be his crime. But here we see a religious Society making higher professions than 
any other body of Uhristians in the land, unhesitatingly condemning one of its members as a “ reproach 
to Society,” and at the same time refusing to investigate the charges brought against her. I know some 
- are ready to excuse Friends on the ground that they do not understand the subject—that they have been — _ 
“misi\formed. ‘I‘o such | would say, if we shut our eyes to the light, whose fault is it that we do not see ? 
Is not that spirit which refuses to investigate any great truth, and then unblushingly condemns its faithful 
advocates, the same which confined George Fox in the loathsome prison-house—which drove the puritan 
fathers from their native hearth-stones, and sent them across the ocean to seek a home amid the forests __ 
of the new world? It is the same spirit which hung Mary Dyer on Boston common—which presided 
over the witch-scenes of Salem—which inspired the mob to murder the devoted Lovejoy—and laid the 
beautiful Pennsylvania Hall in ashes. 

I wish not to be severe upon Friends—but at this crisis, when Church and State seem combined to 
crush the spirit of free discussion and stay the onward march of truth, I do think it becomes the | 
members of the Society to guard well their rights and privileges, and loudly to protest against any 
infringements on the great principles of freedom and equality which were bequeathed to them by the 
founders of the Society. And where, I would ask, were the abolitionists of Weare Monthly Meeting 
during this transaction? Was there no one among them, who had enough of freedom and bemanity in 
his heart to speak out boldly against such high handed injustice? Then let me tell them that they have 
not the true spirit of liberty, and have yet to learn that first great principle of equal rights which recog- 
nizes in every man a brother and in every woman a sister, and calls upon us by the laws of God and 
humanity to espouse the cause of every; one who is oppressed. And did they not know that whenever the 
rights of one individual are infringed upon, either in Church or State, the rights of the whole are placed 
in Jeopardy ? Could they not see that the same principle by which Mary S. Gove is to-day disowned 
for advocating the great principles of temperance and purity, to-morrow may deprive them of their” 
membership, for spreading the principles of Abolition? But the general plea of Weare Friends seems 
to be, that public opinion is against her. And is it indeed wonderful, when the strong holds of Satan are 
attacked,—when long cherished errors are stripne:! of their pleasing garb, and exposed to the world in 
all their deformity—when sin is dragged from its hiding pla: e, and exhibited before the full blaze of truth. 
and righteousness—is it wonderful that the workers of iniquity should herl their shafts at the faithful 
champion of truth, and cry out in the bitterness of their spirits, ‘ thou hast a devil’? 2? Who ever heard of 
a reform making any progress in the world without opposition? And that, too, from many who stand 
in the high places of the earth? If public opinion is to be our standard, then let us unhesitatingly 
acknowledge that Quarkerism consists in wearing a plain dress, speaking the plain language, and sitting 
in silence twice a week—for this is the opinion of the majority of mankind. 

But all the world is not against her, though many seem persuaded it must be so. She has in her 
possession certificates from every class before which she has lectured, except two, (and from these she 
can obtain them by simply calling for them,) signed by some of the most respectable women in the 
country, stating that her instructions bave been both profitable and interesting, and recommending her to 
others as a lecturer. She has also testimonials from some of the first physicians in the country, bearing 
witness to the importance of these lectures. 

The firmness which she has manifested through this whole transaction is truly praiseworthy. Devot- 
edly attached to the principles of the Society, she valued her right of membership as her right-hand, or 
right-éye. But she saw the destroyer abroad in the world, undermining the foundations of health and 
happiness, and spreading misery all around. She saw the path of duty, and shrunk not from the task. 
She counted well the cost before entering the field; but with truth for her armor, and an approving 
conscience for her reward, she felt willing to offer her all in this important work. I say not this to flatter, 
itis only to encourage her to persevere—for, after all, “we are unprofitable servants ; we have done that 


which it was our duty to do.” A FRIEND. 
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{=> Although the encouragement extended to the publisher of the Rerormer > 
has not yet been such as to warrant his now announcing that it will be continued 
as a regular periodical, yet it has been beyond his expectations, and through the 
liberality of a few of its friends, he is enabled to publish the present number. 
Others interested, who may feel disposed to contribute, can send their donations, 
which will be judiciously applied in publishing future numbers; and if the con- 
tributors shall desire it, they will be supplied with a sufficient number of copies 
to amount to the sum contributed. Those who are willing to become subscribers, 
are requested to send their names; and as soon as two hundred shall be 
received or guaranteed, it will be continued regularly, in semi-monthly numbers. 


The terms will be one dollar a year, in advance. 
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